



SUNDAY 



MARCH 10, 19 68 



Phone 223-6000 0 ! tcul *“° n 223 - 610 '' 



Classified 223-6200 



United States, labeled the 
Communist Lun&r New^ Year 
offensive, launched Jan. 30, 
a -‘failure, ’’’ ityfe now ac- 
knowledged .thA iv wreaked 
heavy damage and thrust 
South Vietnamese and U.S. 
forces into a dangerous, en- 
circled defensive posture. 
South Vietnamese forces 
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•S. Marine guides blindfolded Vietcong suspects to interrogation In Hue. Suspects hold each' other’s clothing. 

to Confront W ar Critics in Public 



By Murrey Marder 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk will confront his stern- 
est Senate critics in public, 
on Monday at a time of 
supreme test for U.S. strat- 
egy in Vietnam. 

For the first time in two 
years Rusk will be exposing - 
himself and Administration 
policy in Vietnam to a pub- 



lic, televised grilling before 
the Senate Foregin Rela- 
tions Committee. 

Simultaneously, the Ad- 
ministration, with maximum 
secrecy, is considering major 
increases in its forces in 
Vietnam to recoup the . 
heavy damage already in- 
flicted by the rolling Com- 
munist offensive.. In Saigon 
and in Washington the ex- 



pectation is that the war 
may reach its most decisive 
stage within the next two 
months, before the weather 
pattern in the northern re- 
gions of South Vietnam 
turns in the Allies* favor.. 
Administration s o ur c es 
concede that the military-po- 
litical-psychological struggle 
in Vietnam is at a new and 
perilous point. While the 
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urged to strike out from the 
cities and towns in an offen- 
sive of their dwn before the 
hext 1 Communist thrust 
Great apprehension has 
been voiced in Congress 
that President Johnson may 
seek up to 200,000 or more 
additional US. troops, be- 
yond the 525,000 already ear- ■ 
marked for South Vietnam/ 




Hampshire primary election, 
in which Sen. Eugene J. Me- 
Carthy (D-Minn.), a member 
of the Fulbright Committee, 
is running for the Demo- 
cratic presidential nomina- 
tion on a platform challeng- 
ing U.S. policy in Vietnam. , 
The hearing is drawing un- 
usual public attention. At 
least one television network, 



to regain the initiative. 

Some sources are circulat- 
ing specific reports that 
196,000 or 206,000 new troops 
will be requested. These re- 
ports and all other figures 
were dismissed by Adminis- 
tration officials yesterday as 
unwarranted speculation on 
grounds that ‘‘no decision 
has been reached” on any 
numbers. ' • ■/■/: 

The ^usk hearing— while ' 
technically concerned with 
the Administration’s new 
foreign aid bill — is regarded 
by Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Chairman J. Wil- 
liam Fulbright (D-Arfc.) and ., 
other Senate critics of U.S. 
policy in Vietnam as perhays 
the last opportunity to chal- 
lenge “new escalation'* be- 
fore a deeper plunge into 
the war. 

There are also immediate 
political implications in the 
hearing. One is that it comes 
just a day before the New 



NBC (Channel 4) plans to 
broadcast it live from the 
Senate Caucus Room start- 
ing at 10 a.m. Manday. 
WTOP television (Channel 
9) plans its own live cover- 
age. The CBS network, with 
which WTOP is affiliated, 
currently plans only to sum- 
marize the hearings after 
they end. 

Rusk last testified pub- 
licly about Vietnam before 
the Fulbrgiht Committee on 
Feb. 18, 1966. It was a bruis- 
ing session of nearly six 
hours that ended in a display 
of total disagreement with 
Fulbright on the merits and 
strategy of the war. The 
ostensible subject . of that 
inquiry also was foreign aid. 

On July 14, 1967, Rusk 
again was before the Com- 
mittee in public session on 
foreign aid. But that inquiry 
brought relatively brief dis- 
cussion of Vietnam; the Na- 
tion then was preoccupied 




with the aftermath of the 
Arab-Israeli war and the 
outbreak of rioting in Ameri- 
can cities. 

Rusk, with sharp memo- 
ries of . his 1966 encounter, 
firmly resisted similar ques- 
tionihg on Vietnam in pub- 
lic as the strains over Viet- 
nam widened between the 
Committee and the Admin- 
istration. Last Feb. 7 this 
battle reached the point that 
the Committee voted to go 



crisis. With Rusk obliged tl 
testify on President John- 
son’s $2.9 billion request for 
foreign aid, which includes 
a $480 million request for 
South Vietnam, the Commit- 
tee and Rusk can both con- 
tend they have maintained 
their position. 

An accord to discuss Viet- 
nam publicly was worked 
out behind the scenes by 
William B. Macomber Jr., 
Assistant Secretary of Staff 



will materially change any- 
one’s position. 

The divergence of views 
between the Committee and 
the Administration has 
grov^n, not shrunk, between 
1966 and 1968. The tension 
has increased more in re- 
cent weeks as a result of 
the Committee’s inquiry into 
the naval encounters that 
resulted in the Congression- 
al Gulf of Tonkin Resolu- 
tion of 1964. That inquiry, 



SEN. WILLIAM FULBRIGHT 



over Rusk’s head and ask 
President Johnson to ar- 
range for Rusk to testify on 
Vietnam. 

Three weeks later, as the 
impasse continued, Ful- 
bright obliquely served no- 
tice that funds for the Asian 
Development Bank might be 
held up unless the Admin : 
istration responded to the 
Committee’s state of con- 
cern about U.S. policy in 
Vietnam. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.), 
himself a critic of many por- 
tions of the Administration’s 
Vietnamese policy, quietly 
moved in to try to ease the 
damaging breach. 

What has emerged, sources 
on both sides privately 
agree, is a face-saving solu- 
tion to heal what was turn- 
ing into a constitutional 



for Congressional Relations, 
and Carl M. Marcy, staff 
chief for the Fulbright 
Committee. 

The essence of the agree- 
ment is that Rusk will . re- 
spond publicly to questions 
on Vietnam, although he. 
may, on sensitive issues, re- 
serve those for discussion 
behind closed doors. 
Committee pressure for jpub- 
lic hearings as a drive to 
belabor the Administration, 
rather than to oslicit infor- 
mation from it, has insisted 
on finishing up the public 
inquiry in one day. That is 
the Committee’s present in- 
tention, it was said, even if 
that requires going into a 
night session. ; ' 

There is no serious expec- 
tation on either side, how- 
ever, that Rusk’s testimohy 



Fulbright charged, clearly 
showed “misrepresentation” 
by the Administration in 
gaining the resolution which 
authorized the use of force 
in the Vietnamese conflict. 

Committee member Jo- 
, seph S. Clark (D-Pa.) in a 
report issued yesterday on 
a one-man inspection trip to 
South , Vietnam,: Jan. 16-22, 
just before the major Com- 
munist offensive, said: 

“. . . We are stalemated 
in Vietnam as we were in 
; Korea 15 years ago. We must 
take the action we took 
then; seize the initiative to 
reach a compromise solu- 
tion — without military vic- 
tory but also without de- 
feat. And never, never again 
should we commit a ground 
army on the mainland 'of 
Asia.” ' 

Clark, who was a critic of 
y.S. policy before he went 



. . . last opportunity 

to South Vietnam, said the 
recent Communist offensive 
only confirmed his impres- 
sions about “the seriousness 
of the dilemma confronting 
our Nation in Vietnam.” 

“From pacification to 
political progress,” Clark 
said, “practically every offi- 
cial estimate on progress in 
the war — or lack of it — 
must be revised in the light 
of the recent catastrophic 
events.” 

It is Rusk’s chore on Mon- 
day to try to counter this 
kind of challenge to Admin- 
istration policy, with the 
aid of the rapidly dwindling 
number of Administration 
supporters on the Fulbright 
Committee. 



